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In this Issue: 
 
► 2009 NJTL Arthur Ashe Essay 

and Art Contest 
 
► 2009 NJTL Tennis Leadership 

Camp 
 
► NJTL 40th Anniversary 
 
► NJTL and Rocawear Partner 
 
► US Open Opening Night 
 
► AAKD Pre-Show 
 
► CTA/NJTL Combined 

Registration System 

Calendar of Events: 
 
► Jan/Feb: NJTL/CTA 

Registrations  and Renewal 
period. Now at  ct.usta.com/
ctanjtl  

 
► Jan 22-24: USTA Community 

Tennis Development 
Workshop, San Diego, CA, 
usta.com/ctdw to register 

 
► Feb 1: Arthur Ashe Essay 

Contest Application available 
 
► Mar 19-22: USTA Annual 

Meeting & Conference, Dallas, 
TX 

 
► Feb 5: USTA Serves College 

Scholarship Applications due 
 
► Feb 15: Recreational Tennis 

Grant Applications due, visit 
usta.com/grants for more info 

Arthur Ashe Essay and Art 
Contest Winners 
White Plains, NY, August 2009—An 
American hero both on and off the court, 
Arthur Ashe was a grand slam champion 
and social activist who took on the issues 
of racial prejudice, AIDS, apartheid, and 
youth development. He was also a co-
founder of the National Junior Tennis and 
Learning (NJTL) network. 

To honor Ashe’s legacy, each year NJTL 
participants are asked to write or draw 
about Arthur Ashe. As part of the 2009 NJTL 
Arthur Ashe Essay and Art Contest, more 
than 3,300 NJTL participants submitted an 
essay or artwork responding to the quote 
“From what we get, we make a living; what 
we give, however, makes a life.” 

Essays were selected based on the 
respondent’s knowledge of Arthur Ashe, 
message clarity, quality of expression, and 
creative style. 10 winners and their 
chaperones won the grand prize of a trip to 
New York City for Arthur Ashe Kids’ Day 
(AAKD). The trip included seats in the 
President’s Suite during AAKD, tickets to see 
the Little Mermaid on Broadway, a Duck 
Tour of New York City, a behind the scenes 
tour of the Billie Jean King National Tennis 
Center, and an Awards Luncheon hosted by 

USTA Board member and former New York City 
Mayor, David Dinkins. 
The NJTL sub-committee selected the following 
10 NJTL participants for writing the best essays 
of 2009. 

The Contest honored NJTL participants that 
submitted the best artwork of 2009. Each of 
these eight winners submitted the most creative 
and comprehensive drawings reflecting their 
thoughts on the Ashe quote. The Art Contest is 
eligible for participants twelve and under. 

Essay Contest  Winner NJTL Hometown 

Jacob Kim Dallas NJTL Dallas  TX 

Laura Augustin Delray Beach Tennis Patrons Delray Beach  FL 

John Wilson IV Dallas NJTL Dallas  TX 

Sherita Bell Tennis Memphis Memphis  TN 

Gerrod Travis Highland Park Tennis Club Pittsburgh  PA 

Irene Lee New York Junior Tennis League Fresh Meadows NY 

Edward Harding III Prince George’s Tennis & Edu. Fdtn. Upper Marlboro MD 

Elizabeth Walsh St Paul Urban Tennis St Paul  MN 

Christian McKnight Rising Stars of Kentucky Louisville  KY 

Ellie Kantar Inner City Tennis Minneapolis  MN 

Art Contest Winner NJTL Hometown 

Kelly Echeta Houston Tennis Association Houston  TX 

Maria Maginean New York Junior Tennis League Forest Hills  NY 

Zaquan Moore Youth Tennis Advantage Berkeley  CA 

Clara Kim New York Junior Tennis League Flushing  NY 

Ayinde Hall Zina Garrison Tennis Academy  Katy TX 

Kimberly Te CTA of East Williston Manhasset NY 

Angel Vega New York Junior Tennis League Bronx  NY 

Alexandra Moreno Spider Kids Caguas  PR 
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 2010 Essay and Art Question: 
Arthur Ashe will always be remembered as a 

legend both on and off the tennis court. Some 

say that winning the 1968 US Open as the first 

African American male was Arthur Ashe’s 

greatest accomplishment, what do you think? 
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 40 Student Athletes Participate in 25th Annual Tennis Leadership Camp 

Denver, CO, July 2009—Forty student athletes 
from diverse backgrounds around the country 
were selected to attend the 25th annual USTA/

NJTL Tennis Leadership Camp in Denver, 
Colo., from July 21-27. The camp is exclusively 
for youth ages 12-14 who participate in 
National Junior Tennis and Learning (NJTL) 
programs nationwide. 

The all-expense paid week-long camp provided 
the campers with valuable tennis instruction 
plus a rewarding educational and motivational 
experience. In addition to 2-3 hours of daily 
tennis training with world-class tennis 
teachers, participants volunteered to sort and 
pack clothing, school and medical supplies for 
shipment to World Vision refugee programs.   

They also heard from a number of speakers, 
including USTA Director of Coaching Jose 

Higueras, a former top-10 player who has 
coached tennis’ biggest names including 
Roger Federer and Pete Sampras; Dan 

Gonzalez, a tennis pro and the son of former 
tennis great Pancho Gonzalez; and Frank 

Adams, USTA Intermountain Section 
President. The young students also visited the 
Red Rock Amphitheatre, the U.S. Air Force 
Academy and Invesco Field.  

The participants were selected through an 
application process that considered tennis 
aptitude, sportsmanship, leadership skills and 
financial need. 

Above : Campers watch a tennis drill at the US Air Force Academy with USAFA Head Women’s Coach. Kim Gidley 
 
Below: Participants take advice from Jose Higueras, USTA Director of Coaching, at the Gates Tennis Center 

 

Over the past few months, the USTA/NJTL and 
CTA teams have been collaborating in an effort 
to revamp the  NJTL and CTA registration 
systems. By combining the systems, we offer 
some of the following improvements: 

► The two systems will now communicate 
together (before they were unable to) 

► Better reporting 

► Faster and more efficient registration 
approval/renewal 

USTA Unveils New Combined CTA and NJTL Registration System  

November – December marks the annual 
registration renewal period for all NJTLs 
and CTAs. You will have the opportunity to 
renew on the new registration website 

Visit http://ct.usta.com/ctanjtl (or copy-
paste url into your browser).  You will 
need to create a new account login with 
your email address and a password. 

Renewing your NJTL and/or CTA 
registration allows your organization to 
continue to be eligible for numerous 
benefits ranging from discount insurance 
to organization development assistance. 

In addition, being a registered CTA 
and/or NJTL will open up an array of 
options for different grants, awards, 
and programs offered to both your 
organization and your students.  If you 
have any questions about the new 
registration system, please email 
ctanjtl@usta.com.  
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 NJTL Celebrates its 40th anniversary by Honoring Founders at US Open 

NJTL Newsletter Winter 2010 Issue 

Flushing, NY, Sept. 2009—Founders of 

National Junior Tennis & Learning Program 

Honored at US Open 

USTA’s recognition of the National Junior 
Tennis & Learning (NJTL) network continued at 
the US Open with a reception held in the new 
Indoor Training Center at the Billie Jean King 
National Tennis Center to honor the founders 
of NJTL.  The event was part of the 
40th anniversary celebration of the founding of 
NJTL by Arthur Ashe, Charlie Pasarell and 
Sheridan Snyder. 
CNN anchor Tony Harris and Natalie Morales of 
“The Today Show” hosted the special USTA 
“Breaking the Barriers” reception, which was 
held in SmashZone, the USTA’s indoor 
interactive area that allows fans the 
opportunity to engage with tennis.  
Scores of luminaries and long-standing NJTL 
volunteers from around the country attended 
the 40th anniversary celebration, which was 
planned to coincide with the ceremony to 
induct Arthur Ashe into the Court of 
Champions.  
“The National Junior Tennis and Learning 
network is a prime example of what the USTA 
is trying to accomplish in communities all over 
the country,” said Lucy Garvin, Chairman of the 
Board and President, USTA.  “As much as any 
other USTA entity, NJTL fulfills our mission of 
growing the game of tennis among America’s 
youth by providing opportunities for all 
children, regardless of background, the chance 
to learn a sport that can last a lifetime.” 
As a testament to his dedication and belief in 
NJTL Kevin Clayton, USTA Chief Diversity 

Officer, presented the inaugural “Breaking 
The Barriers” awards to Ashe, Pasarell and 
Snyder. “This fantastic evening will bring 
together community leaders from across 
the country who embody the ideals of the 
National Junior Tennis and Learning 
network – giving back and providing 
underserved children the chance for new 
opportunities and experiences,” said 
Clayton.  “The reception is a wonderful way 
to shed light on a key USTA initiative during 
the premier tennis event in the United 
States.” 

Hip-hop icon and Grammy Award-winning 
artist Jay-Z, along with Jeanne Ashe, 
designed a t-shirt featuring Arthur Ashe that 
was sold at the 2009 US Open. The limited-
edition Jay-Z t-shirt celebrates the USTA 
National Junior Tennis and Learning (NJTL) 

network’s 40th anniversary, and proceeds 
from the shirt benefited the NJTL and the 
Arthur Ashe Endowment for the Defeat of 
AIDS. The design is part of Jay-Z’s Rocawear 
clothing line, which the musician founded in 
1999. 
“I am thrilled that someone of Jay-Z’s stature 
would take part in this project,” said Jeanne 
Moutoussamy-Ashe, Arthur Ashe’s widow 
who remains active in the USTA NJTL 
network and other charitable endeavors 
associated with her late husband’s legacy, 
including ArthurAshe.org. “This shirt will 
honor the legacy of my husband and remind 
people of his contributions to both the sport 
of tennis and this country’s underprivileged 
youth.” 
 
The shirt is available online at 
ArthurAshe.org.  

NJTL Participants Receive NJTL Participants Receive NJTL Participants Receive NJTL Participants Receive 
USTA Serves ScholarshipsUSTA Serves ScholarshipsUSTA Serves ScholarshipsUSTA Serves Scholarships    

USTA Serves encourages children to 
pursue their goals and highest dreams 
by succeeding in school and becoming 
responsible citizens.  USTA Serves 
awards scholarships to deserving youth 
who have participated in NJTL and 
other organized youth tennis programs, 
have high academic achievement and a 
financial need for college matriculation.   
 

This year USTA Serves granted 71 high 
school students a variety of college 
scholarships totaling $379,000. The 
2009  Eve Kraft Education and College 
Scholarship recipients are both NJTL 
student athletes- Victorea Austin, of 

Prospect, Ky., and Andres Gallo, of 

Flushing, N.Y. 

In addition, 11 NJTL participants received 
College Education scholarships and 5 
others received College Textbook 
scholarships for books and educational 
supplies.   
 
The 2010 USTA Serves College 
Scholarship Application is now available.    
Completed applications are due to your 
local USTA Section by February 5, 2010.   

HipHipHipHip----Hop icon, JayHop icon, JayHop icon, JayHop icon, Jay----Z, and Jeanne Ashe designZ, and Jeanne Ashe designZ, and Jeanne Ashe designZ, and Jeanne Ashe design    
limited edition Arthur Ashe tlimited edition Arthur Ashe tlimited edition Arthur Ashe tlimited edition Arthur Ashe t----shirtshirtshirtshirt        

L to R: Kevin Clayton, Chief Diversity Officer; Former Mayor of New York, Dinkins,; Sherry Snyder, NJTL Founder; Jeanne Ashe, for 
Arthur Ashe, Founder; Charlie Pasarell, NJTL Founder; Lucy Garvin, USTA President, Gordon Smith, USTA Executive Director 



 

NJTL Newsletter Winter 2010 Issue 

 

NJTL Mission Fast Facts 

NJTL develops the character of young people by 
emphasizing the ideals and life of Arthur Ashe.  
NJTL chapters nationwide provide free or low-cost 
programming for youth during out-of-school time.  
This growing network of community-based 
organizations strengthens the core of local 
communities by using tennis and education to help 
keep kids safe, healthy and strong.  NJTL chapters 
offer a variety of programming, such as tutoring, 
nutrition counseling and drug education – all 
centered on engaging and interactive on-court 
group activities.  While NJTLs vary in size and 
programming, they all share a common 
commitment to youth development, community 
building, and tennis as a lifetime sport. 

As of November 2009 

► The NJTL network has 556 chapters in 46 of 
the top 50 metro areas 

► NJTLs reach over 225,961 participants ages 
5-18 

► 69% of NJTL network participants are 
multicultural 

► 33 % of NJTLs have programming at school 
facilities 

► The combined network budget of all NJTL 
chapters is $24,932,104. 

Support USTA/NJTL 

As an NJTL  supporter, you will keep kids out of harms 
way, provide them with a supportive and safe environ-
ment, and instill the values of hard work, education, and 
sportsmanship. Supporting NJTL supports the commu-
nity. 
To find an NJTL in your area or learn more about the 
benefits of starting an NJTL program, visit 
www.usta.com/njtl, call 914-696-7037, or email 
njtl@usta.com.  
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As in past years, Opening Night on Aug. 31 had New 
York Mayor Michael Bloomberg on hand to welcome 
the world to the capital of American tennis. And as in 
the past, a top performer (Rob Thomas) was on hand to 
sing the national anthem.  And there was a legendary 
music act- the O’Jays were there to take fans for a nos-
talgic ride on their “Love Train.”  What was new was the 
O’Jays performed with 50 children from 8 different 
NJTLs who appeared both on the opening video on the 
jumbo monitors and live on Arthur Ashe Stadium court.  
The performance, which was televised live on ESPN2, 
was a continuation of the 40th Anniversary celebration 
of NJTL. 
Visit www.usta.com/njtl to view the video.   

 NJTL Wins $10,000 During Arthur Ashe Kids’ 
Day Pre-Show 

The weather did not cooperate for 
the court activities scheduled for 
Arthur Ashe Kids’ Day Presented by 
Hess on Saturday, Aug. 29. Still, the 
thousands of kids who turned out 
were able to enjoy activities in the 
new Smash Zone, music on the outer 
stage, the Tennis Hall of Fame exhibit 
in the US Open Gallery and as the sun 
finally emerged in time for the CBS 
stage show in Ashe Stadium, the 
crowd was treated to the NJTL Pre-
Show.   
 
Eight NJTL participants from NJTLs in 
the Northeast were chosen to 
compete in the annual event which 
takes place off camera just before 
the CBS broadcast.  These 8 were 
selected based on their Section and 
National ranking, GPA, and public 
speaking abilities. They competed 
against each other in a target-hitting 

contest during the Pre-show, and the 
winner moved on to the Stadium Show 
to compete on TV in another target-
hitting contest with Roger Federer, 
Serena Williams, Andy Roddick and 
Maria Sharapova. This year’s Pre-Show 
winner, fifteen year old Skyler Morton, 
took home $10,000 for her NJTL, Junior 
Tennis Champions Center in College 
Park, MD. 

NJTL made the news throughout the country this summer.  In addition to a 
NJTL Public Service Announcement featuring Jeanne Ashe that aired on Ar-
thur Ashe Kids Day and on ESPN2 during the US Open, there were two news 
stories in the New York Times; write-ups in several other papers including 
New York Trend, New York Beacon, Newsday, The Dallas Morning News, and 
the Houston Chronicle; and articles on websites like Bob Larson’s Daily Tennis 
News and AOL’s Black Voices. 

NJTL Makes Headlines 

NJTL Kids Shine on US Open 
Opening Night 

Above: Skyler Morton , with AAKD Celebrities 


